CHAPTER  XI
BURMA UNDER THE EARLY
KONBAUNGSET KINGS (1760-1795)
ALAUNGPAYA founded the last Burmese dynasty, the
Konbaungset line, which occupied the throne until its last
king, Thibaw Min, was deposed by the British in 1885. The
new vigour, infused into the Burmese people by the spectacular
achievements of their great leader, was exploited by his sons
Hsinbyushin and Bodawpaya with a success unparalleled in the
history of the nation. They became the terror of their neigh-
bours. They reduced Chiengmai, burnt Ayuthia to the ground,
rolled back invading Chinese armies, conquered Arakan,
ravaged Manipur, Kachar and Jaintia, and finally gained control
over Assam. Expansion and conquest were the keynotes of
Burmese policy up to 1824. But it was a foolish and extravagant
policy, which took no heed of the resources of the country, and
for that reason alone must ultimately have failed, even if
it had not led Bagyidaw to threaten the British position in
Bengal, and so precipitate the first Anglo-Burmese War
(1824-26).
The short reign of Naungdawgyi (1760-63) saw no less
than four rebellions. The most serious was that of Minkaung
Nawrahta, who seized Ava and planned to restore the Toungoo
dynasty. While besieging the city in 1760, Naungdawgyi
received in audience Captain Walter Alves, who had been
deputed by the Calcutta authorities to demand the punish-
ment of the perpetrators of the Negrais massacre. The king,
who was in urgent need of munitions, was therefore extremely
anxious for the Company to resume trading relations. But he
refused to consider any measures of reparation. Alves on the
other hand had no power to negotiate any resumption of trade:
his instructions were to wind up the Company's affairs in
Burma. A further difficulty arose from the fact that there were
still English captives in Burmese hands, and in order to secure
their release,- Alves had to promise to leave two of them behind